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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Environment and renewably energy are regional competences in Belgium. Hence, 

policies and targets for biogas projects are regulated and decided on a regional level 

(Flanders, Wallonia and Brussels). This document summarises the current status of the 

support system for biogas and biomethane in Flanders.  

 

The biogas sector in Flanders is well developed with 134 active installations in 2019. 

The sector is dominated (in number and in capacity) by large-scale biogas plants 

processing mainly agricultural and industrial waste streams. Around 90% of the 

installations valorise the biogas in an onsite CHP. The total renewable electricity and 

heat production amounted to 766 GWh and 971 GWh respectively. The Flemish 

government targets an electricity production from biogas of 1044 GWh by 2030. 

 

The biomethane sector is still premature in Flanders, with only one plant injecting into 

the distribution grid. Recently the existing registry system for renewable electricity was 

expanded to also include renewable gases. There are no specific targets for 

biomethane, and the current subsidy systems are likely not enough to create a large 

expansion of the biomethane sector in the coming years. 

 

It is estimated that around 14% of the biogas potential is currently valorised in Flanders. 

Mostly agricultural biomass (manure, crop residues and sequential crops) is still 

underused.  
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SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR BIOGAS 
 
The Flemish government supports the 

production the production of green 

electricity and primary energy savings 

resulting from valorising biogas in a 

CHP plant. Biogas plants processing 

agricultural, industrial or municipal 

waste with an installed electrical 

capacity higher than 10 kW, can 

apply for operational subsidies in the 

form of certificates. Biogas plants with 

an installed electrical capacity lower 

or equal to 10 kW can apply for an 

investment subsidy. Only newly built 

projects can apply for these subsidies. 

Operational subsidies – The certificate 

system  

Biogas plants apply for certificates at 

the Flemish Energy Agency. They then 

receive certificates on a monthly basis. 

The amount of certificates depends on 

the so called bandingfactor. The 

bandingfactor (Bf) is awarded on 

plant basis each for green electricity 

as well as primary energy savings. They 

remain the same throughout the 

period the plant receives certificates. 

The bandingfactors are calculated 

annually by the Flemish Energy 

Agency and are meant to account for 

the operational cost of a plant as well 

as the investment necessary for 

making a plant financially feasible, i.e. 

the higher the investment with lower 

IRR, the higher the bandingfactor; the 

lower the investment and higher IRR, 

the lower the bandingfactor and 

hence less certificates. Each year the 

Flemish minister of Energy ratifies the 

final bandingfactor for each category. 

This final bandingfactor can have a 

lower value than the calculated one. 

 

The certificates can be either sold to 

the distribution network operator for a 

predefined minimum price or to 

electricity suppliers for the price 

negotiated between the electricity 

producer and the supplier. 

The minimum price of certificates for 

green electricity production is €93, and 

€31 for certificates for primary energy 

savings respectively.  

In fall 2019 the newly formed Flemish 

government announced to gradually 

decrease this form of subsidy and 

abolish it completely by 2025 (for 

renewable electricity) and 2030 (for 

cogeneration). 

Calculation method: 

• Amount of certificates for green 

electricity production = net 

produced renewable electricity 

X Bf(1) 

• Amount of certificates for 

primary energy savings = actual 

fuel savings (or primary energy 

savings) X Bf(2) 

Maximal bandingfactor (Bf): 

 2021 2022 2023 

Green 

electricity(1) 

0.76 0.72 0.68 

Prim. Energy 

savings(2) 

1 1 1 

 

Certificates for green electricity are 

awarded for a period of 17 years. 

There is a maximum amount of 

certificates an installation can receive. 

The maximum amount of certificates is 

calculated as the theoretical 

maximum of certificates an installation 
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years on full load. 

Certificates for primary energy savings 

are awarded on a monthly basis for a 

period of 10 years. If the CHP-plant is 

substantially renovated, the subsidy 

can be awarded again. A CHP unit is 

substantially renovated when the old 

engine is replaced after 10 years by a 

new engine. 

The average operational subsidy for a 

new biogas plant, starting in 2021, 

amounts to 49.22 €/MWh biogas (CHP 

ηel = 42%).  

Investment subsidy 

Biogas plants with so called micro-CHP 

units can apply for an investment 

subsidy since 2018. It has been 

created because the administrative 

burden was deemed too high 

compared to the amount of subsidies 

such small-scale projects received 

under the certificate system. In order 

to be subsidised under this scheme the 

CHP-unit needs to be ≤10 kWe. 

The costs related to purchase and 

installation of the CHP unit and the 

digester are eligible, but limited to 

4700 €/kWe. The share of the total 

costs that can be reimbursed by the 

subsidy, depends on the size of the 

enterprise. These micro-CHP units are 

almost exclusively built as part of a 

farm-scale digester.  

 

 

 

 

  



       
 

SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR     
BIOGAS AND BIOMETHANE 
IN FLANDERS 
 

SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR BIOMETHANE 
 
Enterprises who are willing to invest in 

the production of biomethane, either 

from anaerobic digestion or 

gasification can apply for an 

investment support. The Flemish 

government organizes at certain 

moments a call during which 

applications can be submitted (usually 

every 12 months). The accepted 

applications are evaluated and 

ranked according to cost-efficiency 

and the predicted CO2 reduction over 

a 10-year production period. The 

available grant amount is divided 

under the accepted projects 

according to the ranking until the 

budget of the call is spent. 

Depending on the size of the 

enterprise, only a certain percentage 

of these costs is applicable for the 

investment support: 65% for small 

enterprises, 55% for middle size 

enterprises and 45% for large 

enterprises. The total budget per call 

for biomethane projects is €1,000,000. 

Starting from 2020, no new 

applications for the operational 

support of a biomethane installation 

were granted by the Flemish 

authorities. It is still unclear if this 

situation will change over time. In the 

coalition agreement of the new 

Flemish government (2019 – 2024) an 

alternative support scheme for 

biomethane was promised, but no 

further steps were taken to this date.  
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OTHER TYPES OF SUPPORT 
 
VLIF-Investment Subsidy 

This subsidy is exclusively for farming. 

Investments for equipment that 

increase the environmental 

performance of farms is subsidised with 

40%. Equipment with the main purpose 

to generate renewable energy is 

subsidised with 30%. 

Under this scheme the anaerobic 

digester itself is not subsidised, but 

peripheral equipment such as pumps 

or storage tanks for the digestate, etc. 

are subsidised.  

Subsidies from the Public Waste 

Agency of Flanders (OVAM) 

Local authorities can receive 20% on 

their net investment (with a maximum 

of 1.5 million €) for anaerobic digestion 

plants for organic waste from the 

Public Waste Agency of Flanders 

(OVAM). 

 
 

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY CONDITIONS 
 
The sustainability criteria for the use of 

biomass for anaerobic digestion are in 

line with the RED II. A simplified model 

for biogas plants to assess their 

compatibility is under development.   
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About EBA  
 
EBA is the voice of renewable gas in Europe. Founded in 
February 2009, the association is committed to the active 
promotion of the deployment of sustainable biogas and 
biomethane production and use throughout the continent. 
EBA counts today on a well-established network of 40 
national organisations and over 100 scientific institutes and 
companies from Europe and beyond. 

Sam Tessens 
Biogas-E 
www.biogas-e.be  
info@biogase.be  
 
Detailed information on the support schemes for 
biogas and biomethane in Flanders can be found 
on the website of Biogas-E: https://www.biogas-
e.be/englishsupportscheme.    
 

 

Contact  
 
European Biogas Association 
 Renewable Energy House  
Rue d’Arlon 63-65 B – 1040 Brussels (Belgium)  

MORE INFORMATION 
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