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INTRODUCTION 

In 2020 about 500 GWh of raw biogas have been produced in Wallonia. The main part 

of it has been turned into heat and power, generating about 170 GWhe (link). There 

are 55 plants, and 45 of them are equipped with a CHP. At the same time, 2020 has 

been the launch of the first biomethane for injection plant, opening new possibilities 

and attracting project developers thanks to the easiness of the valorization. 

 

Currently most of the biogas is produced from biowaste, followed by corn silage and 

manures. Crop by-products or residues and manure are only marginally used even if 

they are considered being the input with most potential for the new biogas plants in 

Wallonia. Estimates are than less than 10 % of potential is used in Wallonia. That is one 

of the reasons why the Government has taken strong positions on biogas 

development for its 2030 objectives into the “Plan Wallon Energie Climat” (regional 

climate plan). 

 

 

  

https://valbiomag.labiomasseenwallonie.be/news/panorama-de-la-filiere-biomethanisation-en-wallonie-ledition-2020-est-disponible
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SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR BIOGAS 
 
In order to achieve the objectives, set 

by Europe and Wallonia concerning 

renewable energy, Wallonia has 

developed a support mechanism for 

producers: green certificates (GC). 

Green electricity production is granted 

by a certain number of GC. The 

purpose of this system is to compensate 

for the additional cost of green 

electricity production compared to 

fossil fuels. 

 

Each net MWhe makes it possible to 

obtain a Guarantee of Origin (GO), 

which is converted into a GC. The GC 

must be purchased by an electricity 

supplier (having an obligation to 

purchase a certain number of GC in 

proportion to the total electricity 

supplied to all their customers. The 

selling price of the green certificate is 

between 65 € and 100 €: 65 € is the 

minimum price guaranteed 

repurchase by Elia (Belgian transmission 

system operator), and 100 € being the 

fine that the electricity supplier must 

pay if it does not have purchased 

enough GC. 

 

The number of available GC is defined 

by the Government on a yearly basis, 

so the biogas market development is 

under control. 

 

The GC rate that will be granted 

depends on several criteria, and might 

vary from 1 (for landfill, OMSW or WWTP 

for example) to 2,5 (agricultural plant) 

per net MWhe. A biogas plant using 

agricultural biomass would receive 

then a minimum of 162,5 €/MWhe. The 

current price of the GC is rather close 

to the minimum guaranteed value. 

 

Net electricity that is produced can be 

used on site for any other application or 

exported to the grid. Of course, the 

value is very different as grid export will 

represent about 40 €/MWhe meanwhile 

on-site consumption could represent 

savings from 100 to 180 €/MWhe 

approximately. 

 

For plants based on OMSW, landfill and 

WWTP, final value of a net MWhe would 

be 105 €/MWhe if no heat is valorized. 

For other plants, final value of a 

net MWhe varies from 202,50 € to more 

than 300 €. 

 

  

  



       
 

SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR     
BIOGAS AND BIOMETHANE 
IN WALLONIA 
 

SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR BIOMETHANE 
 
The recent biomethane support 

mechanism is based on the same 

Green Certificates for Green Electricity 

system: the existing system has been 

extended in such a way that it ensures 

both biomethane injection and high 

transformation efficiency. 

Concretely a biomethane producer 

that has injected biomethane receives 

a Guarantee of Origin. 

At the same time, a natural gas-based 

cogeneration unit can be granted 

some GC if he demonstrates that he 

has greened his gas consumption. The 

way to do that is by purchasing the GO 

from the biomethane producer. Then 

the biomethane producer can obtain 

this value after a negotiation with the 

fossil gas CHP. 

The GC rate per each MWh 

biomethane consumed depends on 

the plant size and the CO2 emission 

coefficient of the biomethane. Itself 

depends on the feedstock type, the 

origin of the heat and power that were 

needed for the production process, the 

transport emissions etc. 

Finally, the support a biomethane 

producer can obtain varies from zero (if 

biogas is produced from landfill, OMSW 

or WWTP) to 80 €/MWhHCV. 
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OTHER TYPES OF SUPPORT 
 
There is no other production support in 

place than those for biomethane and 

green electricity. However, CNG, as 

well as bio-CNG, benefits of a tax 

exemption. Additionally, there are 

investment subsidies in place up to 

27,5 %.

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY CONDITIONS 
 
To evaluate, among other things, the 

sustainability of the project, the 

“Comité transversal de la Biomasse” 

(CTB) will evaluate the project and 

provide to the authorities a positive or 

negative opinion. This Committee is 

made up of members from different 

departments of administration and 

representatives of the CWaPE and 

AWAC. 

 

In Wallonia there are no strict 

restrictions on the share of energy crops 

into the feedstock. 
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About EBA  
 
EBA is the voice of renewable gas in Europe. Founded in 
February 2009, the association is committed to the active 
promotion of the deployment of sustainable biogas and 
biomethane production and use throughout the continent. 
EBA counts today on a well-established network of 40 
national organisations and over 100 scientific institutes and 
companies from Europe and beyond. 

Matthieu Schmitt, project manager 
ValBiom asbl 
Chaussée de Namur 146, 5030 Gembloux 
Belgium 
 
More information on: 
monprojet.labiomasseenwallonie.be 

 

Contact  
 
European Biogas Association 
Renewable Energy House  
Rue d’Arlon 63-65 B – 1040 Brussels (Belgium)  
info@europeanbiogas.eu  
T. +32 24 00 10 89 
 www.europeanbiogas.eu 

MORE INFORMATION 
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