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9.30 – 10.15 
 

 
OPENING SESSION 
 

 
 Harm Grobrügge, EBA President 

 

 

Harm Grobrügge operates his family’s farm in Northern Germany with an on-farm 
biogas plant installed in 1983. He has been active in the Fachverband Biogas since 
1985 at various positions: Regional spokesman, Board member, representative with 
BEE (German Renewable Energy Federation), associate to the Clearingstelle-EEG. 
Harm Grobrügge is a President of EBA since 2019 and was its Vice-President since 
its founding in 2009 until 2019. 

 
 Katrien Verwimp, Independent Authority of the Energy Market for Flanders region in 

Belgium (VREG) and Association of Issuing Bodies (AIB). 
 

 

Katrien coordinates the system for origin disclosure at the Flemish regulator. This 
implies the coordination of the guarantee of origin system in Flanders, and the 
interconnection with the European framework in this matter. Since the updated 
European renewable energy directive, this task implies preparing the expansion of 
the Flemish GO system to gaseous energy carriers.  
 
In the Association of Issuing Bodies (AIB), Katrien is the chairperson of workgroup 
Internal Affairs, which focuses on the continuous quality improvement of the EECS 
Rules. Current work on the EECS Rules include rules for GO handling related to 
energy carrier conversion and the completion of the gas scheme, including GOs for 
methane and hydrogen. In addition, she assists the AIB with regulatory advice.  
 

 
 
10.15 – 11.45 
 

 
SESSION 2:  Importance of biogas in a sustainable European economy, moderated 
by Sasha Twining  
 

 
 Sasha Twining, TV and radio presenter 

 

 

Sasha Twining is a well-respected television and radio presenter. She is currently 
presenting for the BBC on both radio and television. On radio, she works for the BBC 
World Service, presenting their high-profile show ‘Business Matters’ and World 
Business Report. Her current TV work includes consumer champion show ‘Inside 
Out’ and the Politics Show for BBC South. 
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 Malcolm McDowell, DG Energy 
 

 

Malcolm L. McDowell has been working at the European Commission in DG Energy 
for close to 9 years, previously responsible for the oil refining sector and working as 
oil and gas analyst and currently working on biofuels and responsible for renewable 
gases since September 2017. He also worked previously in industry, including as 
Head of EU Affairs at Neste and for a number of years in the banking industry. He 
has a Master of Science in Natural Resource and Environmental Economics from 
University College, London and a Master of Arts in Philosophy and Economics from 
the University of Edinburgh. 
 

 Antonio Tricas Aizpún, DG MOVE 
 

 

Antonio Tricas Aizpún is an official of the European Commission since July 1991. He 
is Principal Administrator in the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport, 
Unit "Sustainable & Intelligent Transport”. In this position, he is a member of the 
team responsible for the EU policy on alternative fuels. He is also in charge of the 
implementation of the technical specifications for alternative fuels infrastructure. 
Prior to this, he worked in the Directorate-General for Energy. He holds a Master in 
Physics obtained at the University of Zaragoza and a Diploma in Nuclear Engineering 
obtained at the Complutense University of Madrid.  
 

 Olivier Diana, DG AGRI 
 

 
 

Olivier Diana is an agronomist (French nationality) working in DG AGRI D.4 Unit as 
policy officer involved on circular bioeconomy and environmental issues. 

11.45 – 13.15 LUNCH BREAK  
 

 Biogas bits 

• Walter Giacopini, GM 

 

 
Walter Giacopini is Senior Process Engineer, Process Manager and Business 
Developer in GM-GreenMethane, devoted to the supply of upgrading units of Biogas 
to Biomethane. He graduated in Chemical Engineering in 2003 at University of Padua. 
He was been involved in GM since it was founded in 2013 by Giammarco-Vetrocoke 
and Marchi Industriale. 
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• Timo Walter, Aprovis 
 

 

Timo Walter is Sales Team Leader at APROVIS, a leading German company that 
designs, produces and maintains customized heat exchangers, gas coolers and 
activated carbon filters. Timo has 13 years of experience in bioenergy, working 
together with manufacturers for CHPs, biogas upgrading plants, biogas plants and 
industrial, agricultural and municipal operators. He has a diploma in Mechanical 
Engineering.  
 

• Tommaso Bazzaro, IES Biogas 
 

 

Tommaso is sales director of IES Biogas from 2015. This role operating 
worldwide, has allowed him to have a comprehensive global vision of the biogas 
and biomethane market, from America to Far East. 

 
 

 
 

 
13.15 – 15.00 
 

 
SESSION 3:  Greening the gas supply in Europe, moderated by Sasha Twining and 
Daan Peters 
 

 
  Bruno Sander Nielsen, Danish Biogas Association 

 

 

Bruno Sander Nielsen is the Chief Operating Officer of the Danish Biogas 
Association. He has been working at the Danish Biogas Association for almost 25 
years: framework conditions including politics, legislation, administration; 
knowledge dissemination; research; experience sharing and other areas.  
 
 
 

 Attila Kovacs, European Renewable Gas Registry (ERGaR) 
 

 

Attila Kovacs has a PhD in Economics (University of Economics, Budapest) and a 
MSc in Chemical Engineering (Institute of Technology, Leningrad). He has been 
Member of the Executive Board of European Biogas Association between 2009 and 
2019. He is Secretary General of the European Renewable Gas Registry (ERGaR) 
since September 2016, Board Member of the Hungarian Biogas Association since 
2015 and Managing Director of First Hungarian Biogas and Solar Ltd – an 
engineering and consulting company in Budapest. He has 37 years of experience in 
international oil and gas industries and he has been working in the field of biogas 
since 2004, promoting biogas technology in Hungary and other Central – East 
European countries. He has published several articles on the subject and has been 
a speaker on numerous international renewable energy conferences. 
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 Philipp Lukas, EBA / Future Biogas  
 

 

Since 2008 Future Biogas has grown to over 140 employees dealing with all aspects 
of AD operations, from feedstock acquisition and biology through operations and 
maintenance, to all aspects of financial, regulatory and sustainability reporting. It 
has developed and built 11 plants across East Anglia and Midlands, and now also 
takes on turnarounds and distressed assets. Philipp’s background is in law and 
renewables, having worked for corporate firm Travers Smith in the city and run a 
cellulosic ethanol developer. He has an LLB from Kings College London and an MBA 
from Imperial College. He is a board member of the European Biogas Association 
(EBA). 
 

 Panel discussion with grid operators  
 

•  Daan Peters, Navigant 
 

 

Daan Peters is an associate director at Navigant in the Netherlands. He advises 
companies and governments on bioenergy strategies and policies as well as climate 
strategies. Daan leads a team that supports the Gas for Climate consortium on 
analysing the future role and value of gas and gas infrastructure in the future 
decarbonised energy system. He is involved in ‘future role of gas’ analysis studies 
for US-based companies. Daan managed various large studies for the European 
Commission and led the development of a climate change strategy for McDonald’s 
globally. Before joining Navigant, Daan worked at the Dutch Ministry of 
Infrastructure and the Environment and the European Parliament. 

 

• Jean-Marie Gauthey, GRDF 
 

 

For about 15 years in the energy sector in various positions related to business 
development, assets management and strategy, Jean-Marie has recently joined 
GRDF, the main French gas DSO, as Head of European Affairs. GRDF is delivering gas 
to 200 000 clients thanks to a network long of 11 000 km. Today, more than 100 
biomethane plants are injecting in GRDF distribution grid. Previously, he oversaw 
gas projects in Brazil, especially for biogas and biomethane plants. He was an active 
member of ABiogas (Brazilian Biogas Association) board. 
 

• David Fernández, NEDGIA 
 

 

David Fernández is Deputy Director of New Business Drive at the Nedgia - Naturgy 
Energy Group. He is a Senior Industrial Engineer. He has completed a Program for 
Management Development (PMD) at IESE Business School - University of Navarra 
and a Strategic Management Program from ESADE Business School. He started his 
career in the energy sector holding different responsibilities related to the 
distribution of electricity. He then joined the Gas Natural Fenosa Group as part of 
the department for commercialization of power and gas. Subsequently, he has been 
responsible for several areas related to power and gas distribution. 
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15.30 – 16.40 
 

 
SESSION 4: Parallel sessions 
 

 
PARALLEL SESSION: Sustainable solutions for energy, industry and agriculture 
 

 Piero Gattoni, EBA/CIB – Consorzio Italiano Biogas 
 

 

Piero Gattoni has a Degree in economics at University Cattolica of Sacro Cuore in 
Milan (1997). He operates his family’s farm in North Italy with great passion for 
breeding, cheese production and renewable energy, promoting biogas and 
biomethane technology. Piero is the Vice-President of Consorzio Parmigiano 
Reggiano (2008-2016) and the President of CIB – Consorzio Italiano Biogas since 
2011. He was founder and Executive Board Member in EBA (2009-2013) and he was 
appointed Vice President of EBA in 2019. He is also part of the Advisory Board of 
the Technical and Scientific Committee of Ecomondo. 
 

 Erik Meers, EBA / University of Ghent 
 

 

 
Prof. Erik Meers is professor at Ghent University as part of the ECOCHEM group 
and leader of a research team dedicated to agro-industrial environmental 
chemistry and technology. He is involved in research on manure treatment 
processes and establishment of biogas as a new generation of biorefinery, aiming 
at recovering biobased mineral fertilizers. Based on his extensive involvement in 
European project activities (of which many as coordinator), E. Meers founded and 
currently coordinates the Biorefine Cluster Europe, which interlinks projects within 
the field of bio-based resource recovery to maximize their impact on resolving the 
challenges they face. Additionally, his research has resulted in national and 
European patents in manure and digestate treatment. He is also Board Member of 
the EBA since 2019. 

  

 Luca Vailati, SHV Energy 
 

 

Luca Vailati is Product Development Manager for the Global Biofuel Programme at 
SHV Energy. He joined the team in January 2019, after 2 years’ service with Liquigas, 
the Italian subsidiary of SHV. Whilst at Liquigas Luca was responsible for a division 
in charge of Customer Services for LPG bulk tanks and cylinders. Before starting his 
journey in the LPG business, Luca spent 10 years in the Energy Services sector.  
During this time, he had various roles in O&M, Project Management, Sales and 
Business Development, culminating in P&L responsibility for a Utilities Business Unit 
in Northern Italy. As an aerospace engineer, he strongly believes that “the sky is 
NOT the limit”. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.biorefine.eu/
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 Olivier Guerrini, ENGIE 

 

 
Olivier Guerrini works as Industrial Director for Renewable Gas at the ENGIE Group. 
He has been working for the group since 2010. He holds a Master of Engineering 
from the Institut National de Sciences Apliquées de Toulouse and a PhD on Oil & 
Gas process from the Institut National des Sciences Apliquées de Lyon. 

 
PARALLEL SESSION: Biomethane as an advanced biofuel 
 

 Harmen Dekker, DMT ET 
 

 

Harmen Dekker has worked for almost 15 years within the sustainability sector and 
is passionate about realizing real impact for a better climate. As Manager Business 
Development for DMT Environmental Technology he develops biomethane projects 
and implements new products and business models. He has set-up an office for 
DMT-ET in Asia and is developing actively Bio-CNG and Bio-LNG projects. Further he 
is involved as advisory board member to European Biogas Association (EBA) and the 
World Biogas Association (WBA). Beside these activities he is also public speaker on 
environment and change. 
 

 Michael Niederbacher, EBA / BTS Biogas 
 

 

Michael Niederbacher is Founder and CEO of TerraX, which develops new 
technologies in the field of the anaerobic digestion AD to produce 
biogas/biomethane and gasification to produce hydrogen. Prior to this, he was CEO 
of BTS Biogas, an international leading company in biogas plant engineering and 
construction. As agriculturalist, graduated at the BOKU (University of Natural 
Resources and Life Science) in Vienna, he devoted the last 20 years of his life to the 
world of biogas. He was cofounder first of the Klimaenergy fiery in Bozen, then of 
the Consorzio Italiano Biogas (CIB) in March 2009 and finally of the European Biogas 
Association (EBA). 
 

 Johan Laurell, Swedish Gas Association 
 

 

Johan Laurell, M Sc., has 20 years of experience in the field of bioenergy and waste 
management. At RISE Research Institute of Sweden he led the field of biogas and 
biofuels and was involved in the agricultural sectors dependence on fossil fuels. 
Since the beginning of this year, Johan Laurell is the National Coordinator for the 
liquid biogas cluster Drive LBG hosted by the Swedish Gas Association. The Swedish 
Government and the Swedish Energy Agency has invested SEK 200 million in Drive 
LBG for the period 2019-2021. The cluster focus on demonstration and 
development opportunities for liquid biogas at both national and international 
levels. 
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 Philippe Jacquemyns, Volvo Trucks 
 

 

Philippe Jacquemyns studied Commercial Engineering at Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 
He stayed faithfull to his first employer, Volvo Trucks BeLux, importer of heavy duty 
trucks, were he started working in 1991. Since 2005, he is Manager of the 
departement ’Product, Homologation, Sales Engineering BeLux’. He also 
coordinates alternative fuels Volvo Trucks BeLux since 2011. He has regular contacts 
with specialised press & régional/federal authorities and he is President Technical 
Committee Febiac. 
 
 

 
16.45 – 17.00 

 
CLOSING SESSION 
 

 
 Zoltan Elek, Landwärme 

 

 

Zoltan Elek graduated from the Technical University of Munich after completing a 
degree in Electrical Engineering, where he majored in Energy Technology. He is also 
a graduate of the Center for Digital Technology and Management at Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universität Munich, participated in an MBA program in cooperation 
with the University of California (Berkeley), and completed an executive program at 
Harvard Business School. After working for notable names such as E.ON 
Engineering, Stadtwerke München public utility company, and McKinsey & 
Company, Mr. Elek founded Landwärme in 2007 and is now the managing director 
of the Germany-based company.  
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