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INTRODUCTION 
 

In earlier years, Austria was considered as an advanced country in the biogas and 

biomethane sector, which was possible partly thanks to the FiT for renewable power 

from biogas and biomethane plants (ÖSG 2012). Recently, the market has been 

stagnating and now only eight of the 18 European countries in which biomethane is 

produced count fewer plants than Austria. Knowhow on plant engineering and 

technology transfer still play an impactful role for Austrian companies.  

Highly ambitious climate and energy targets were set and a change towards 

renewable gas production and use is anticipated. Market participants and 

stakeholders are however still awaiting a clear national green gas strategy and the 

respective legislative framework.  

 

The former Austrian government published the initiative #mission2030 as their climate 

and energy strategy (published May 20181) which outlines visions for Austria to 

become climate neutral. The defined goals also fed into the Governmental 

Agreement of the current government (published beginning 20202): 

• By 2030, 100% renewable electricity (nationally, on balancing level), 

• By 2030, 45-50% renewable energy in the gross final energy consumption, 

• By 2030, a 5-TWh-renewable-gas-target (hydrogen, biomethane, syngas), 

• Consideration of a Green-Gas-Quota for gas suppliers, 

• Focus on energy efficiency: primary energy consumption should be reduced by 

25-30%.  

While a research study3, developed by Austrian Energy Agency, Energy Institute of 

Johannes Keppler University and EVT Leoben, supported by the Austrian Ministry for 

Climate Protection (Federal Ministry for Climate Protection, Environment, Energy, 

Mobility, Innovation and Technology), forecasts a green gas potential of 20.3 TWh by 

2040, the total gas demand by 2040 is estimated at 89 TWh. This value of the green-

gas potential is composed of 53% biomethane from anaerobic digestion (10.759 TWh) 

and 47% syn-gas from biomass gasification (9.541 TWh). It should be noted that the 

focus was on manure, straw, organic waste from food and beverage industry and 

from municipal wastes while maize silage was excluded from the potential 

assessment.  

Beginning of 2022, the highly anticipated Renewables Expansion Act (EAG 2021) 

came into force. This Act introduced investment support to convert biogas-CHP plants 

into biomethane production plants. Nevertheless, the parts concerned with green gas 

are scarce and focus mainly on national transposition of EU legislation. Direct 

production support for renewable gases is sought in vain in Austrian legislation. There 

are diverse incentives for renewable gas use, scattered over different legal acts:  

• Feed-in tariff for renewable power from biogas and biomethane (being phased 

out), 

• Market premium for renewable power from biogas (restriction to specific 

installations), 

 
1 https://www.global2000.at/sites/global/files/Analyse-KlimaEnergiestrategie2018.pdf 
2 https://www.dieneuevolkspartei.at/Download/Regierungsprogramm_2020.pdf 
3 https://www.bmk.gv.at/themen/energie/publikationen/erneuerbares-gas-2040.html 

https://www.global2000.at/sites/global/files/Analyse-KlimaEnergiestrategie2018.pdf
https://www.dieneuevolkspartei.at/Download/Regierungsprogramm_2020.pdf
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• Investment support for conversion from biogas to biomethane plants 

(Implementation Regulation outstanding), 

• Investment support for newly installed biomethane plants (Implementation 

Regulation outstanding), 

• Investment costs for gas grid access (e.g., grid access fee and system usage fees) 

to be covered by grid operators, 

• Biomethane as sustainable biofuel for the substitution of fossil transport fuels 

(increased levies anticipated with RED II transposition), 

• Natural gas tax rebate (Implementation Regulation outstanding), 

• Exemption of CO2 pricing (via reimbursement of natural gas tax) in the National 

Emission Trading System NEHS (Implementation Regulation outstanding), 

• Green-Gas-Quota for gas suppliers (anticipated but new law necessary for 

implementation).  

Although these measures are scattered and do not provide stable and clear 

incentives for investors, pioneer work has been done by operators, covering their 

investments with own financial efforts and partly with funds from research projects.  

Despite the unclear renewable gas strategy and low production and trading energy 

amounts, registry and settlement systems are well advanced. Three different registries 

were mandated for a specific application purpose of biomethane:  

• AGCS Biomethane Registry Austria: certificates system as basis for FiT for 

renewable power, 

• elNa-database by Environmental Agency as Austrian biofuel registry, 

• GO-database by energy regulator E-Control Austria (in development, status 

03/2022).  

A bilateral agreement between AGCS Biomethane Registry Austria and dena 

Biogasregistry Germany has fed into the development of a European Scheme for 

cross-border ownership exchange of renewable gas certificates, operated by ERGaR 

European Renewable Gas Registry aisbl. The ERGaR Certificate of Origin Scheme was 

launched in June 2021 and with the beginning of 2022, registries from Austria, 

Germany, the Netherlands, and Great Britain have connected their four national 

markets. With registries from France and Denmark undergoing preparation for 

connection within 2022, a market volume of around 70% of European-wide 

biomethane production volumes will be available in one connected market.  

 

Although, the Austrian strategy and 

incentive system for renewable 

gases is further under development, 

market participants are preparing 

for the establishment of a Europe-

wide renewable gas market to 

further tackle European and 

international climate protection 

targets.  

 



 
 

SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR BIOGAS 

Renewable Electricity Act 

(Ökostromgesetz, ÖSG 2012) 

 

Many biogas plants with renewable 

power grid injection started operation 

between 2003 and 2005. This was 

supported by the Renewable Electricity 

Act (Ökostromgesetz) which granted a 

feed-in tariff for renewable power, 

injected into the Austrian power grid. 

The Austrian biogas/biomethane sector 

negotiated a prolongation of FiT 

successfully to prevent the otherwise 

likely closure of most operating biogas 

plants in Austria by 2019.  

 

The support tariffs are determined in the 

respective Renewable Electricity Feed-

in Tariff Regulations. A comparative 

graph is provided below (chapter 

incentives for biomethane). 

 

Renewables Expansion Act 

(Erneuerbaren Ausbau Gesetz, EAG 

2021) 

 

The Renewables Expansion Act will 

change the subsidy scheme for 

renewable electricity from a fixed feed-

in tariff system towards a market 

premium system. Existing contracts for 

purchase at the market price shall 

remain in force until 31/12/2030, i.e., 

contracts in force at the time of the 

entry into force of the Renewable 

Expansion Act remain unaffected until 

the end of 2030.  
 

While ongoing contracts for feed-in 

tariffs based on the Renewable 

Electricity Act will not be stopped but 

phased out, there will be no new 

support for renewable power from 

 
4 https://www.oem-
ag.at/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente/Veroeffe

decentralised biomethane production 

and transportation via the grid granted 

by the Renewables Expansion Act. A 

shift from power-producing biogas 

plants to biomethane-injection plants is 

clearly anticipated. 

 

For implementation and roll-out of the 

market premiums for renewable power, 

an implementation regulation must be 

issued (expected in 2022). In an 

assessment document4, commissioned 

by the Ministry for Climate Protection 

and prepared by a consortium of 

research institutes, auditors suggest the 

market premium for on-site renewable 

power electricity from biogas at the 

following values: 

• Market premium for new plants: 

258,30 EUR/MWh minus the 

reference market price   

• Follow-up market premium: 196,90 

EUR/MWh minus the reference 

market price. 

 

The allocation of market premiums will 

be decided via tenders. Once a 

producer wins a market premium, a 

monthly payment on account will be 

received, followed by an annual 

financial clearing. The reference 

market price [cents/kWh] shall be 

determined from the arithmetic mean 

of all hourly prices of a calendar year. 

 

Two types of premiums will be provided: 

• renewable power from newly 

installed biogas plants, and  

• renewable power from existing 

biogas plants after expiry of the 

funding period of the FiT according 

to the Renewable Electricity Act.  

The funding requirements are listed in 

the following table. 

ntlichungen/EAG_Kurzfassung_Gutachten_Stand_
15_Nov_2021.pdf 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Requirements For new biogas plants 
For existing biogas 

plants 

Installed electric capacity < 250 kWel < 250 kWel 

Fuel utilisation efficiency > 65 % 

 

> 60 % 

 

Fuel use (Substrates) Biodegradable waste and 

residues of which ≥ 30% farm 

manure and max ≤ 30% 

catch crops and residual 

grassland 

≥ 60% cereals and 

maize 

Distance to gas grid > 10 km to next connection 

point 

< 10 km to next 

connection point 

Has heat meter (state of the 

art) 

requested requested 

Concept on raw material 

supply 

At least for first five years At least for first five 

years 

Funding period 20 years; one-time extension 

by 12 months, if causes 

beyond the applicant's 

control occur 

24 months; one-time 

extension by 24 

months, if causes 

beyond the 

applicant's control 

occur 

Commissioning (start of 

operation) 

Within 36 months after 

tender was won 

Within 36 months after 

tender was won 
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INCENTIVES FOR BIOMETHANE 

 
Renewable Electricity Act 

(Ökostromgesetz, ÖSG) 

 

The promotion of the conversion of 

biomethane into electricity was 

introduced with the second 

amendment to the Renewable 

Electricity Act in 2008. Specific tariffs 

were set for the first time in the 

Renewable Electricity Regulation 2011. 

Renewable power generation from 

biomethane, produced and injected 

at a different location than its 

conversion to renewable power after 

grid withdrawal, were from that point 

on also supported via specific feed-in 

tariffs. 

The injected and transported 

biomethane and the change in 

ownership from the biomethane plant 

operator to an electrification plant 

(CHP) operator providing renewable 

electricity from biomethane must be 

tracked via biomethane certificates. 

The Austrian balancing group 

coordinator, currently AGCS Gas 

Clearing and Settlement AG, is 

mandated for the monthly issuing of 

such biomethane certificates. The 

subsidy is paid to the electrification 

plant (CHP-unit) operator who must 

organise the ownership transfer of 

certificates with the registered 

biomethane plant operators. Hence, 

these subsidies are considered indirect 

support for biomethane, as the 

biomethane itself does not receive a 

subsidy.   

To obtain the subsidies within the 

Renewable Electricity Act, the process 

of having biomethane certificates 

audited by independent experts 

(auditor) is mandatory. In practice, 

these audits comprise plausibility 

checks balancing the input materials 

and the produced and injected 

energy amounts as well as an 

assessment of the used input/substrate 

criteria. The audit report must be made 

available to the electrification plant 

(CHP) operator and lastly to the 

Renewable Power Settlement Agent 

(OeMAG). Hence, the Biomethane 

Registry Austria provides a system for 

auditors to attach audit reports to 

specific biomethane certificates and 

add relevant audited information to 

the respective certificates.  

The support tariffs are determined in the 

respective Renewable Electricity Feed-

in Tariff Regulation. The following graph 

shows an overview of FiTs (green for 

electricity from biogas and orange for 

electricity from decentralised 

biomethane transported via the gas 

grid).

 

https://www.agcs.at/
https://www.agcs.at/
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Renewables Expansion Act 

(Erneuerbaren Ausbau Gesetz, EAG 

2021) 

 

The Renewables Expansion Act forces a 

shift from biogas (renewable power 

generation) to biomethane 

(renewable gas generation). Although 

there are no direct production subsidies 

for renewable gases made available, 

there are some specific incentives for 

renewable gas(es): 

• There are investment subsidies for 

the conversion from biogas to 

biomethane installation and for 

new biomethane installations.  

• A Green-Gas Service Agency will 

be procured by the Ministry of 

Climate Protection to support the 

uptake of the Austrian renewable 

gas market.  

• The government envisions a green-

gas-quota for gas suppliers. The 

implementation will require an 

additional Green Gas Law which is 

not yet in place.  

 
The implementation of investment 

subsidies will be separated over two 

different implementation regulations. 

The Implementation Regulation Power 

regulates investment subsidies for 

renewable power plants and came 

into force on 06/04/2022. The 

implementation regulation for 

renewable gas plants is outstanding.  

 

Investment subsidies are merely 

granted as contributions to impending 

investment costs and will be eligible for:  

• newly built biomethane plants, and  

o max. 30% contribution, 

o max. funding contingent of 

€ 15 Mio/a,   

• for the conversion of biogas to 

biomethane installations 

o max. 45% contribution,  

o max. funding contingent of 

€ 25 Mio/a. 

• for investment costs on gas grid 

connection. 
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Investment subsidies may also be 

granted for plants for conversion of 

electricity into hydrogen or synthetic 

gas. A max. funding contingent of € 40 

Mio/a will be provided for plants with 

an installed electrical capacity of 

1 MW, with prerequisites that the 

• plant produces only renewable 

gases, 

• plant obtains only renewable 

electricity. 

The Green-Gas Service Agency will be 

granted a license by the Ministry of 

Climate Protection. Its task will be the 

provision of advisory services to market 

participants of the Austrian green gas 

market as well as keeping market 

overview and submitting an annual 

report to the Ministry of Climate 

Protection. An electronic platform that 

promotes the exchange of supply and 

demand for different kinds of services 

between producers or generators of 

renewable gases and suppliers shall be 

implemented and maintained.  

 
Austrian Gas Guarantees of Origin 

 

The Austrian system for gas Guarantees 

of Origin is enshrined in §§81-84 

Renewable Expansion Act, § 129b, § 

129c, § 130 Gas Economy Act and 

Regulation on Gas Labelling. These 

pieces of legislation represent the 

national implementation of Art 19 

RED II.  

 
Gas Economy Act 

(Gaswirtschaftsgesetz, GWG  2011) 

 

One of the laws which underwent 

amendment because of the 

Renewable Expansion Act is the Gas 

Economy Act. Amendments on § 129b, 

§ 129c, § 130 – specific to renewable 

gases – concern the rules on end 

consumer disclosure (also often 

referred to as “Gas Labelling” in 

Austria). On the annual bill for their end 

consumers, gas suppliers are requested 

to inform about the origin of gases 

providing percentages of gas 

composition concerning the gas types 

such as biogas, landfill gas, sewer gas 

and fossil gas. The technology applied 

to generate the respective energy 

carrier must be proven by a recognised 

auditor.  

 
Regulation on Gas Labelling 

(Gaskennzeichnungsverordnung, 

Gken-V 2019) 

 

A partial implementation of the 

Renewable Energy Directive (recast) 

was already reached with the 

implementation of the Regulation on 

Gas Labelling which was later 

accompanied with the amendments 

of the Gas Economy Act. The 

amended regulation was published on 

11/04/2022. The regulation provides 

requirements for labelling (consumer 

disclosure) of the origin of gases which 

must be proven by Guarantees of 

Origin, according to Art 19 RED II. As 

issuing body for Guarantees or Origin 

and as the monitoring authority for 

consumer disclosure, the Austrian 

energy regulator E-Control was 

mandated.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

SUSTAINABLE BIOMETHANE FOR THE NATIONAL 

BIOFUELS QUOTA 
 

Regulation on transport fuels 

(Kraftstoffverordnung, KVO, 2012) 

 

The Austrian Regulation on Transport 

Fuels has been in place since 2012 and 

was amended several times. Among 

the concerned topics are: 

• specifications of fuel quality and 

their testing methods, 

• the sustainable use of biofuels,  

• the substitution target of fossil with 

sustainable biofuels,  

• the use of advanced renewable 

fuels,  

• eligibility of biofuels and other 

renewable fuels,  

• the accountability of the 

contribution of electricity from 

renewable energy sources. 

The KVO was amended several times. 

This is of high relevance for the 

biomethane sector since an 

“advanced biofuel”, such as 

biomethane, quota of 0.5% was 

included. The fulfilment may only be 

achieved with specific input materials 

such as waste materials or algae, which 

highlights gaseous biofuels produced 

from such input materials.  

 

§5 Substitution obligation and § 7 GHG 

emission reduction 

As of 1 January 2009, the substitution 

target, in terms of energy content, is 

5.75%, measured in terms of all fossil 

petrol and diesel put into free circulation 

for the first time in or used in Austria. To 

achieve this national target, the market 

party obligated to substitute shall: 

• substitute at least a 6.3%-share of 

diesel fuels, and  

• substitute at least a 3.4%-share of 

petrol fuels 

which they have put into free circulation 

in Austria.  

 

Eligibility requirements for biofuels to 

count towards the specific and national 

biofuel targets are:  

• GHG emission mitigation,  

• Application of a mass balancing 

system,  

• Sustainability criteria,  

• Proofs of Sustainability as required 

certificates,  

• Electronic documentation in the 

Austrian biofuel registry.   

 

Settlement and monitoring 

For the settlement and monitoring of 

eligibility requirements, an Austrian Proof 

of Sustainability called “elNa” 

(elektronischer 

Nachhaltigkeitsnachweis) is used. The 

Austrian Environmental Agency 

(Umweltbundesamt, UBA) has been 

mandated and maintains its national 

biofuel database.  

§ 22 (1) Compensation fee 

If a substitution obligor fails to comply 

with their obligations, a compensation 

amount must be paid. The Ministry for  

Climate protection will notify the obligor 

on their requested obligation. The 

amount of obligation fee is fixed and 

provided in the following table. 

Fuel type Current regulation Anticipated amendment 

Petrol (€/GJ) 43 43 

Diesel (€/GJ) 19 43 

Advanced biofuels (€/GJ) 19 43 

GHG mitigation (EUR/non-

saved tonne of CO2) 

15 600 



 
 

Anticipated amendment 

An amendment to adapt the 

regulation according to Renewable 

Energy Directive (recast) is anticipated, 

as was communicated by the Ministry 

of Climate Protection in June 2021. The 

wait on RED II Delegated Acts slows 

down the process. Consulting phase on 

these Delegated Acts has not yet 

started (status April 2022). The proposals 

of RED III might also influence the 

necessary amendments, which are 

expected for the year 2023 at the 

latest.  

The main goals of the amendments as 

communicated: 

• Substitution target of at least 14% of 

the end energy consumption in the 

transport sector by 2030;  

• Achieving GHG emission mitigation 

which is accountable for the 

national GHG inventory;  

• Attractive design of the creditability 

of renewable electricity from e-

mobility (implementing a four-fold 

multiplicator);  

• Sub-targets for advanced biofuels: 

decreasing the use of biofuels from 

cultivated biomass and increasing 

the volumes of waste-based and 

residue-based advanced biofuels in 

the Austrian transport sector;  

• extension of targets to gaseous fossil 

fuels and inclusion of non-

sustainable biofuels in the 

assessment basis of the substitution 

calculation;  

• increasing the GHG emission 

mitigation target (currently ~ 6%);  

• increasing sanctions via the 

compensation fees (see table 

above).   

For the compensation amount for the 

greenhouse gas reduction target, an 

increase to the German level of 600 

EUR/non-saved tonne of CO2 is 

proposed. This adjustment is necessary 

to prevent the export of waste and 

residue-based biogenic fuels 

produced in Austria as far as possible 

and to promote their use domestically. 

In the other neighbouring countries, 

such as Slovakia with 370 €/t CO2 and 

the Czech Republic with 400 €/t CO2, 

the penalties are also significantly 

higher than in Austria. 

 

Practical information 

Energy amounts of biomethane in the 

transport sector have so far not been 

officially documented in Austria since 

“pure” biomethane fuelling stations do 

not fall into the “obligation for fossil fuel 

substitution” because they do not put 

any fossil fuels into free circulation in 

Austria. 

In 2021 and 2022, three operating 

biomethane plants with “pure” 

biomethane fuelling stations have 

registered at the biofuels database for 

the first time. The energy amounts from 

their biomethane fuelling stations will 

be documented for the first time for the 

Austrian biofuel quota. If a pure 

biomethane producer fulfils the 

sustainability criteria, they may request 

the issuance of an eINA-certificate 

which can be traded to an obliger. 
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OTHER TYPES OF INCENTIVES 

Tax Reform Act & Natural Gas Tax Act 

(Steuerreformgesetz 2020 & 

Erdgasabgabegesetz, ErdgasAbgG) 

 

According to the Tax Reform Act, the 

levy currently in force on the use of fossil 

gas was granted with a tax rebate 

mechanism. The tax rebate is eligible 

for sustainable renewable gases, 

produced in Asutria. It came into force 

on 01/01/2020, however, the 

Implementation Regulation to be 

published by the respective authority, 

the Financial Ministry, is still outstanding 

(status April 2022) and thus the rebate is 

not yet possible in practice. 

 

Ecosocial Tax Reform Act 2022 

(Ökosoziales Steuerreformgesetz 2022 

Teil I – ÖkoStRefG 2022 Teil I) 

 

The Federal Government presented the 

key points of the Ecosocial Tax Reform 

in October 2021. The Ecosocial Tax 

Reform Act was published on 

14/02/2022. The tax reform aims at 

greening the tax system through the 

introduction of CO2 pricing (National 

Emissions Certificate Trading Act Part I - 

NEHG 2022) which shall be 

internationally competitive.  

 

National Emission Certificate Trading 

Act 2022 

(Nationales Emissionszertifikate-

handelsgesetz, NEHG 2022) 

 

A National Emission Trading System shall 

be implemented by July 2022. It will be 

oriented towards the German system, 

being the most important trading 

partner. During the phases I and II, fix 

prices will be applied until 2025, when 

phase III will lead into a market phase.   

• EUR/ton CO2 in Phase I (01/07/2022-

31/12/2022) 

o 01/07/2022-31/12/2022: 30 EUR 

o As of 01/2023: 35 EUR 

• EUR/ton CO2 in Phase II (01/2024-

12/2025) 

o As of 01/2024: 45 EUR 

o As of 01/2025: 55 EUR 

• EUR/ton CO2 in Phase III (as of 

01/2026): free pricing takes place in 

a market phase, considering 

developments at the European 

level. 

 

A "national emission allowance" means 

the allowance entitling the holder to 

emit one ton of carbon dioxide 

equivalent within a given trading 

period of the National Emission Trading 

System. Only the purchase or holding of 

ownership of such a certificate allows 

the release of fossil energy carriers into 

the free market in Austria. Annex I of the 

act (NEHG 2022) lists the fossil energy 

carriers concerned.  

 

By linking the CO2 price to the 

distributor, a synchronisation with the 

energy levies - mineral oil tax, natural 

gas tax and coal levies - is achieved. 

Consequently, the use of biomethane 

should be exempt from the CO2 pricing 

thanks to the natural gas tax rebate. 

This provides an interesting incentive to 

make biomethane prices competitive 

on the gas/energy market.  

 

Non-EU-ETS-sectors, such as buildings, 

transport, parts of industry (important 

application purposes for biomethane) 

will now be considered. However, 

energy deliveries to plants that are 

subject to the EU Emissions Trading 

System will be exempt from national 

CO2 pricing to avoid double charging. 

Compensation regulations will be 

foreseen for companies that are 

particularly affected (agriculture and 
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forestry, carbon leakage, hardship 

case).  
 

As responsible authority, The Ministry of 

Finances must implement the Office for 

National Emissions Trading by April 2022 

as an independent unit within the 

Austrian Customs Office. It remains 

open how certificates ("national 

emission allowance") will be allocated 

or issued and how the trading system 

will be designed. Details must be 

defined in an Implementation 

Regulation in coherence with the 

Ministry of Finances and the Ministry of 

Climate Protection. 

 

Outlook 

The government envisions a green-gas-

quota for gas suppliers to provide new 

momentum to the biomethane market. 

Selective information on its mechanism 

is mentioned in the Renewable 

Expansion Act (EAG 2021). For 

renewable gas to be eligible for this 

quota, it will have to be certified with a 

so-called “Green-Gas-Seal” which 

comprises the proof of sustainability 

criteria according to Art 25-31 RED II 

and a proof for Austrian production. For 

its implementation an update of the 

legislative framework respectively an 

additional law (potentially named 

Green-Gas-Act) is required but 

outstanding.  

 

New momentum was brought to the 

biogas/biomethane sector with the 

recently published (08/03/2022) 

European Commission's new 

REpowerEU plan for “joint European 

action for more affordable, secure and 

sustainable energy” which doubles the 

EU Biomethane Target from 18 bcm (EU 

Fit for 55 package) to 35 bcm 

(REpowerEU plan). Also, the raised 

awareness of Austria’s dependencies 

on gas imports (especially from Russia) 

has been widely discussed in the past 

weeks.  

 

Sector representatives constantly raise 

awareness and provide information 

 
5 https://energynewsmagazine.at/2022/03/22/offener-brief-der-allianz-fuer-gruenes-gas/ 
6 https://energynewsmagazine.at/2022/03/16/7766/ 
7 https://energynewsmagazine.at/2022/04/13/biogas-vom-sorgenkind-zum-hoffnungstraeger/ 

with evidence to the public on the 

manyfold advantages of renewable 

gas technologies and the versatile 

application purposes for the locally 

sourced energy carrier biomethane. 

The sector points out that now 

(spring/summer 2022) is the right time 

to further develop the Austrian green-

gas-strategy. The request to develop 

the anticipated Green-Gas-Act is now 

louder than ever.   

 

The recently published Green-Gas 

study, supported by the Austrian 

Ministry for Climate Protection 

(footnote 3), has calculated the 

Austrian renewable gas potential at 

around 11 TWh biomethane from 

anaerobic digestion and 9.5 TWh syn-

gas from biomass gasification. The 

Austrian Gas and Heat Association 

estimates the biomethane potential 

from agricultural residues at around 45 

TWh5. The Biogas Association Austria 

points out that the conversion of 

operating biogas electrification to 

biomethane upgrading plants may 

lead to an annual biomethane grid 

injection of 1 TWh by 20246. The 

intermediate 2030-biomethane 

potential may reach 10 TWh (double of 

the national 5-TWh-goal)7. The potential 

analysis of the Association, considering:  

• municipal and industrial organic 

waste,  



       
 

12 
 

SUPPORT SCHEMES FOR BIOGAS 
AND BIOMETHANE IN AUSTRIA 

• waste and residual from agriculture 

and  

• wood industry  

shows that Austrian biomethane 

production might reach around 40 TWh 

by 20408. In comparison, the average 

annual Austrian gas consumption of 

the past 10 years amounts to 89 TWh9 

and the Green-Gas study estimates a 

total gas demand of 89 TWh by 2040. 

Considering the calculated 

biomethane potentials of 40-45 TWh, 

the Austrian gas consumption could be 

covered to 45-50% by locally sourced 

renewable gas.  

 

An “upgraded” Austrian renewable 

gas policy should provide clear 

guidance for investors, producers, and 

consumers to reach the national 5-TWh-

green-gas-target of 2030. Considering 

existing studies and calculated 

renewable gas potentials this might 

even be easily exceeded.

 
 

8 https://energynewsmagazine.at/2022/03/16/biogas-inlaendische-erzeugung-von-erneuerbarem-gas-fuer-
unabhaengigkeit-und-versorgungssicherheit-im-energie-und-lebensmittelbereich/ 
9 https://www.biomethanregister.at/en/statistics 
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About EBA  
 

The EBA is the voice of renewable gas in Europe. Founded in 
February 2009, the association is committed to the active promotion 
of sustainable biogas and biomethane production and their use 
across the continent. The EBA today counts on a well-established 
network of over 200 national organisations, scientific institutes and 
companies from Europe and beyond.  

AGCS Gas Clearing and Settlement AG 
operator of AGCS Biomethan Register Austria 
www.agcs.at | www.biomethanregister.at/en 
LinkedIn | info@biomethanregister.at 
 
 
Last updated: April 2022 

 

Contact  
 
European Biogas Association 
Renewable Energy House  
Rue d’Arlon 63-65 B – 1040 Brussels (Belgium)  
info@europeanbiogas.eu  
T. +32 24 00 10 89 
www.europeanbiogas.eu 
 

MORE INFORMATION 
 

http://www.agcs.at/
http://www.biomethanregister.at/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agcs-biomethane-registry-austria/?viewAsMember=true
mailto:info@biomethanregister.at
mailto:info@europeanbiogas.eu

